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Sacred Timés a way oftithing our days and weeks back to God. Our spiritual heritage is the
practice of Sabbath.Each week, one entire 2hour period was taken out of the secular and given over
entirely to the sacred.

Some of the ways of doing this seem a bit anachronistic to us in 2012; such as prohibition:
against cooking, pleasure reading, workgnof any kind (including making other people work on your
behalf z think restaurants), movies, dancing, sports games. But the idea was to have a time to honor
God, and in that time space, to live out the reality that we are totally dependent upon God,aas
reminder that ultimately we are not in charge. It would be a space to honor God witlow we spent
our time.

7EAO0 x1 Ol A OEAO 1I1ITE 1TEEAe 7101 A EO AOAT A
For our ancestors in the faith, a Sabbath was prorfna. For us, it would be a@iscipline a definite and
distinctive break from what comes naturally; and an intentional plan to do differently.

| know for me, after Sunday worship is a day to rest and then cram in sogst aheadwork for
the week to come.) 6 I A E AnAils, Bphoe mkssages, calendars, and a favorite TV show or two.
"00 TTA AAU8 T1TA xETTA To EI OO AAU xEAOA OEA
but on God? | think that might just be life and faith altering. And anything thauge makes me
anxious.

Again, for our ancestors in the faith, whalid practice Sabbath they had the model, support,
and reinforcement of their faith community. Our faith community paradigm has shifted to an hour or
Ox1T 11 301 AAU 11 OWhal vpddit Iaok el teESubport)éach other to live into
Sundays as$abbath time?

| hope you will think with me on this. Do you have ideas? Practices? Dreams?
Experience? Will we (or have we already) loSabbath or reinvent or reinvigorate it?
OAOEADPO OEEO EO 11TA .Ax 9AAO6O OAOI 1 OOETT xA
explore.
On the journey with you,
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INSIDEOUT NEWS - REV. DORITA BETT-BORGERSON

The Unbreakable qgifts of the Season
Reflections by Rev. Dorita

As | sit here in front of my computer, | am lost
for words to describe the deep sense of gratitude
and pride as well as humbleness and love. The
past weeks have been filled to overflowing with
the unbreakable gifts of Christmas: Hope, Love,
Joy, and Peace!

The LOVE began as we hosted Walker
School for the November Art Walk. It is always a
miracle how we pull these events off. But a
bigger miracle is in the relationships we are
forming with families and staff of the Walker
School community. It starts with the school staff
that now captures the vision of celebrating
children and their art as a priceless gift we can
give to these youngsters. Then comes the
Achurch background teal
diligently hangs all the art each month (thank you
Carol Heisel, Nicki Stroo, Eileen Black, and
Betsy Shanefelt!!) Next, we have the volunteers
that bake the goodies for the reception and
finally the hospitality team, led by Tia Hatch and
church members who come to appreciate and
visit with the young artists and their families. If
you have had the privilege of experiencing one
of our First Friday Art Walks, you know what
LOVE looks like and feels!

| saw JOY as we gathered as a church family
for our Christmas brunch. The joyful energy of
100 people was shared as we ate and
fellowshipped  with  laughter and good
conversations. Joy was also the vision of a
fantastic team that came together to plan and
implement this special occasion: thanks to Dawn
Caldwell, Rose Temple, Sharon Schmidt,
Haylene Campbell, Edie McCoy, Judy Beyer and
Carol Heisel. Plus all the cooks!!! Bonding as a
church family is a joy-filled experience that lasts
more than just one day!

| saw PEACE and HARMONY as we
distributed the warm socks we collected for
Uncl e Foodds guests. U
shopping malls, there was no panic but a
peaceful assurance that everyone would get
what they needed. That is the gift that we offer
every week at Uncle Foods and Tasty Tuesday,
that when we give generously, abundance
abides and grace and peace are restored, even
if just for a moment in time. This year, the sock
drive was amazing. We collected over 200 pairs
of new socks and we put together 10 stockings
for the kids at Tasty Tuesday. On Tuesday,
December 20, | had the blessing of exchanging
words with one of the fathers who comes to
Tasty Tuesdays regularly. Normally a very shy
young man, with very little words to share, this
father lit up when we were sharing socks and
stockings with kids and parents. With a slight
smil e on his face, he
Chri st mas, thank vyou! o
in amazing ways! Thank you to all in our church
who contributed to this culminating moment!

Finally, 1 experienced HOPE when we
accounted for all the Alternative Gift purchases.
This congregation is very generous and | witness
the love and concern each of you has for those
less fortunate. Your love and generosity and
unselfishness are true gifts of hope. This year,
our total gift giving was $4,170, distributed in the
following way: Walker School $1710; UMCOR
U.S. Disaster Relief $1045; Kenya Maua
Hospital $1415. Those recipients of your gift of
love will have a brighter future. Thanks for
making a difference in the lives of others and for
being witness living the light of Christ in the
world!

LOVE, JOY, PEACE AND HOPE, the best gifts
of Christmas!

0AQY



INSIDEOUT NEWS

Looking ahead into the New Year:

February Art Walk: Friday the 3™ from 5 to 7 pm. More details to follow.

Think Church Camp: Our conference Camp and Retreat Ministry has many exciting opportunities
for the spring and summer, and itods not ju
conference web page: gocamping.org.

Dates for Camp Latgawa summer camps are: July 8-14 and July 22-28. Start planning now.
Registration promotion will start in March.

Plans for New Summer Church Day Camp: This summer, our church will partner up with the
Congregational Church, the Presbyterian Church (and perhaps other churches as the planning
gets on its way), to hold a joint Peace Village Day Camp in July. This is a dream among the three
churches to create a day camp experience that focuses on teaching children to be peacemakers in
the midst of conflict at home, at school, in the world. Children will learn nonviolence resolution,
they will learn how to use meditation and yoga as a way of centering oneself in the light of God,
they will explore Peace Heroes and how to keep good company, and they will learn to access
peace through responsible engagement with the natural world.

In order to pull off this adventure, we will need a lot of support from many people. Here are few
ways you can start supporting:

1) Join the planning committee. Our first planning meeting will be in January. If you are
organized and good with details, this is a great place to help. Please contact Dorita.

2) Have connections??? Do you know someone that is a great resource? Do you have story
books or other resources about peace making that you can share or purchase?

3) We will need volunteers to help in the summer (teachers, musicians, craft leaders,
recreation leaders, snack coordinators, etc.). Let Dorita know your interest!

4) You can donate financial resources for scholarships or for materials.

5) Start praying now for this outreach and spiritual growth opportunity for the children of this
community. Pray for the panning team, pray for people to capture the vision of peace, pray
for the children of this community, and pt

Rev. Dorita (right) shows off _
the abundance of socks given _*
for the Sock Drive &



Betsy Shanafelt creates the
x | AOvent altar

Images of
Advent

2 2SN
Chuck & David light the Jack Hjelt readies the
Narthex tree Sanctuary balcony for Advent

The Rogue Valley Symphony
gave a solebut Holiday concert
in our Sanctuary

Gita gets the Advent Brunch )y 060 11T O AO AA
tables ready those Angels aloft!
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Images of
Advent

Sunday Evening Vespers were
treat during Advent

The UMW packs cookie boxes
for our homebound members

The audience at thé&lavurah on
Dec. 18 for the Interfaith Concert
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Friends, our church is once again going to be
staffing the Ashland Emergency Food Bank on
TUESDAYS during the months of January,
February, March and April, 2012.

Teams of four will work the same Tuesday
each month. i.e., the first week team will work
January 3, February 7, March 6 and April 3. We
now have our client information on the computer
and one of these four people will be using the
computer for finding information and signing up
new clients. The other three will help our clients
shop, stock shelves or help sort incoming
donations.

Volunteers are asked to be at the food bank
by 9 AM and will work until 12:30 or no later than
1 PM. Many days we are quite busy and we are
on our feet most of the morning. If you have
basic computer skills, you will be able to handle
the computer desk. Substitutes will be available if
you are not able to attend on one of the dates you
are assigned.

Staffing the Food Bank has been a ministry
our church has been a part of for over forty
years. It continues to grow and serve our
community. It is one of those "Feet to the
Pavement" / InsideOut Church missions we share
with Ashland and Talent residents. For a tour of
the new food bank or if you are interested in
volunteering, please contact Bernice Koch for
more information.

Nevv_s From
the O& Ol

Z by Chuck Bridges

Saints come in all guises and in all places.
First United Methodist Church of Ashland is certainly
no exception, with an abundance of choices. My list
would start with Rev. Pamela. She is one of the
most dedicated, hard-working individuals | have
ever come across. This is certainly reflected in all
that she does for this church day in, day out (and |
might emphasize LONG days) punctuated by her
trademark laughter, compassion and care. Her
sermons are thought-provoking, insightful and
relevant, and offer much to think about. | always
come away inspired and challenged, and it is truly a
privilege to work with her.

Next on my obvious list would be Rev. Dorita
wh o i nspires me wi t h h
imaginative take each week on the gospel readings
with her sidekick Sherman, and most definitely her
invol vement in and overs
Her energy and faithfuness ar e t o be &
she pushes herself hard and we are all the better for
it. Leigh Madsen comes to mind as one who also
i nvol ves and i mmer ses h
Diner every week. He connects well with people
one on one and if it were possible, his heart is as tall
as his stature. We are so blessed to have him.
Others that | would add to my list are Terry Rice,
Toby Deller, Alberta Apenes, Dave Greene, Dan
MacKay, Michael Grubbs, Linda and Dale Monroe,
Elizabeth Austin, Ron Bailey, John Fugitt, Jennifer
Schloming, Ginnie & Larry Pearson, Carol Heisel,
Tia Hatch, Berit Larson, Haylene Campbell, all the
Trustees and | could go
you, it is only because | would run out of space
here. The truth is, this church is blessed to have so
many dedicated souls who volunteer their time,
talents and treasure to the benefit of the greater
good.

God bl ess all of you é
and members alike. For all of you together form the
picture of what is so lovely, so unique, and so
remarkable about FUMC. Our community is richer

because of you. .
Y 0AGA



January

Wed

]

2012

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
10:30 Worship Servi 10:00 Staff Mtg 10:00 Quilters in W|Recycling Pickup NOJanuary First | 3:30 Chancel Choir
(Baptisms & 4:30 Uncle Foods | 1:30 Prayer Shawl[11:00 Rotary in WH| Friday ArtWalk Practice in
Communion) Diner in WH Ministry in CL | 6:00 Peace Choir Sanctuary
11:30 Fellowship in 4:30 Tasty Tuesdal 5:00 Music Comm. Practice 6:00 Choir Epiphany
WH in UR 6:30 Chancel Choi Party
Practice
8:00 Joyful Noise
Practice
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
10:30 Worship Serviq 9:00 Stewardship |10:00 Staff Mtg 10:00 Quilters in WH11:00 Rotary in WH 10:00Take down
11:30 Fellowship in Comm. Mtg. | 4:30 Uncle Foods | 6:30 Chancel Cho| 4:30 Worship Christmas Tree
WH 1:30 Susanna Circl Diner in WH Practice Committee in 3:30 Choir Practice
at To by 6:30 Siskiyou 8:00 Joyful Noise MPR
Singers in WH Practice 6:00 Peace Choir
Practice
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:00 Adult Ed Clasg MLK Day.. Office [10:00 Staff Mtg 10:00 Quilters in WHRecycling Pickup |126 Red Cross
10:30 Worship Servig Closed |12:00 Finance Mtg i| 1:30 Prayer Shawl|11:00 Rotary in WH Blood Drive
11:30 Reception for [5:30 Trustees Mtg it MPR Ministry in CL | 4:30 Imagineers M in WH
PatrickCaldwell MPR 4:30 Uncle Foods | 1:30 SPRC in MPH 6:00 Peace Choir
In WH Dinerin WH | 6:30 Chancel Choi Practice
4:30 Tasty Tuesda Practice
in UR 8:00 Joyful Noise
6:30Siskiyou Practice
Singers in WH

22
9:00 Adult Ed Class
10:30 Worship Servig

23

24
9:30 UMW Mtg in ¢
10:00 Staff Mtg

25

9:00Space Use in
10:00 Quilters in W

26
11:00 Rotary in WH
6:00 Peace Choir

27

28
8:00 All Church Work
Party

11:30 Fellowship in 4:30 Uncle Foods | 6:30 Chancel Chg Practice
WH Diner in WH Practice

12:00 Council Meetin 6:30 Siskiyou 8:00 Joyful Noise
in Chapel Singers in WH Practice

29 30 31 Notes:

9:00 Adult Ed Class
10:30 Worship Servig
7:00 Siskiyou Violins

Concert

1:00Membership,
Nurture & Care

4:30 Church in the
World

10:00 Staff Mtg
4:30 Uncle Foods
Diner in WH
6:30 Siskiyou
Singers in WH
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Hands-All-Around Quilters have had a busy
year and we thank everyone at the First United
Methodist Church for making it possible. Wesley Hall
is a wonderful space to work on our own projects and
the many comfort quilts and other service projects we
do each year. We meet every Wednesday from 10 am
to 2 pm and devote the last Wednesday of every
month to working on community projects. In 2011 we
made 123 comfort quilts for local services: Providence
Birthing Center, Children & Family Services Foster
Care, CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocacy),
Child Advocacy Center, Ashland Fire Dept., Ashland
Community Hospital Palliative Care  services,
Magdalene House, Fraternal Order of Eagles, SOU
Day Care, and White City Police Department. In
addition, we made curtains, quilts and pillow cases for
the new Ashwood Inn (respite home for
developmentally disabled adults). Another project was
to make table toppers and table runners for the UMW
and Membership, Nurture & Care Committee to use for
the many church receptions. We also donated several
handcrafted items to the UMW Holiday Faire.

Another of our services is to hand-baste quilts
to prepare them for hand-quilting. The $35 fee
charged for this service, as well as donations from our
members, enable us to buy supplies for our charity
projects and to make a monthly donation to the church
for use of the facility. If you have a quilt you would like
basted, contact Elaine Shanafelt, 541-821-6016 or
Maxine Kinkade, 541-482-4692.

We invite anyone interested to join us for
quilting, needlework, or just to chat, see what we are
doing, and have a cup of coffee. We love showing off
our projects and helping new quilters get started. We
are happy to accept donations of batting and clean
100% cotton fabric.

Thank you again for your generous hospitality,
Hands-All-Around Quilters

SUSANNA CIRCLE

Members are invited to come and
enjoy our first meeting of 2012 at the
home of Toby Deller, on Jan. 9, at
1:30pm. I f you arenot
would like to join a circle, please
come to the meeting. There will be a
carpool gathering at the church at
12:50 pm.

UMW RUMMAGE SALE!

Make one of your New Year's
resolutions be to clean out all those
closets, drawers, sheds and
garages! Our UMW Rummage Sale
is just around the corner -- March will
be here before you know it.
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My family, including siblings Melody
Lynch, and Jim and Linda Parker, thank
everyone for the condolences on the
death of our Mother, Ann Parker. Your
heartfelt messages mean a great deal to
us. There will be a small memorial
service for my Mother in the spring
when the flowers are blooming. It was
her wish for her ashes to be laid to rest
in the church's memorial garden.

7EU $1 7A

John Nilsen &lks with audience members
following the concerton Dec. 2%
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The church has purchased a new radio frequency assisted listening system. Compared to our old
system, which will remain available, the new system offers the following advantages:

Better sound 1 There will be less background noise (hiss and hum) for greater clarity.

Use it anywhere T The old system does not work if you sit right next to bright lights, like the ones over
the doorway to the narthex. Also, it is noisier if you are sitting in the back corners, not in direct view of
the transmitters. The new system will work equally everywhere, not only in the sanctuary but in the

narthex, office and chapel as well.

Choice of hearing devices T The new system will have a small pocket-sized receiver that can be

connected to one of three hearing devices:

1. An ear speaker that fits over one ear, but does not go inside the ear (like an iPod ear bud). This

should work with most hearing aids.

2. Lightweight headphones that cover both ears, but smaller and weighing about a quarter as much

as the old headphones.

3. An induction loop, worn around the neck that transmits the sound directly into many types of

hearing aids.

Note: We have ear speakers for all four receivers; we have only two pairs of (donated) headphones
and two induction loops. However, more can be purchased at reasonable cost.

If you have any questions, call Bruce Borgerson at 541-488-5542 or e-mail wave @mind.net.

0 A Cdh
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It is a little odd sitting here writing this column a week before Christmas, realizing that you will
not be reading it until the Holidays are over. | am not sure whether | should be wishing you a
Merry Christmas or a Happy New Year. My only wish at this time is that it was an enjoyable
holiday season for you.

UMW finished off a very busy and productive year on December 12, when we held our annual
Potluck Luncheon, the Cookie Packing Party, and the Dedication of the Leaders for the year
2012. Itis a festive day, with moments of seriousness and a look at what is coming for the coming
year. In accord with the season, the Dedication of the Leaders followed a Christmas Tree
Decorating theme with each officer adding to the tree a decoration symbolizing her goals for the
coming year. Also all the members of the unit pledged their support to the Leaders, hanging
decorations with pledge words on them. As Pastor Pam gave a closing prayer everyone assisted
i n hanging silver tinsel on the tree, symbolifzi

Following our delicious luncheon we proceeded to don our plastic gloves, and march past the
tins and boxes of cookies which we have prepared for distribution. The tins were filled with a
variety of goodies, and cards were prepared for each tin, and they have been delivered to our
shut-ins, members who are ill, or those who are grieving the loss of loved ones. We have a lot of
fun, we taste a few cookies, and we know that the cookies are packed with love.

Now it is time to look back over the past year at what we have accomplished. With a
successful Spring Rummage Sale, and an equally successful Holiday Faire, we were able to meet
our mission pledge to the District United Methodist Women. We have made pledges to various
community organizations to assist in the needs of those in our local area who have come to these
organizations to ask for help.

Our women go beyond the scope of our unit, to assist the Church in other assistance
programs, and to be a part of the service provided by our Church. You will see them on Sunday
Morning singing in the choir, ushering, or serving communion. They will be found working at
Uncle Foods, or Tasty Tuesdays, at Walker School working with the children in various projects
that the teachers have asked for them to help. All of us do not do all of these jobs, but do what we
can, as often as we can, and if we cannot physically be a part, we support them with prayers and
gifts.

We do not know what requests will come to our attention in the coming year, will it be money,
or toiletry kits for emergency situations, flood buckets in disaster areas, or some new need which
we can help our brothers and sisters across the world who have reached out to us for help.

Peace and Goddés Blessings on you in the New Ygar

Alberta Apenes
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JOIN US!
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First United Methodist of Ashland has a proud and long history
in our community. Did you know that we were the first church to
organize in Ashland? The Methodist Episcopal Church was
organized in 1864, and in 1875 our present sanctuary was built.
Several of our members have roots to these beginnings.

We would love to welcome you into official membership.
Rev. Pamela will meet with you, explain all of the wonders of
coming into membership, and answer any and all esoteric
guestions that burn within. We will pair you up with a sponsor (a
current member in the church whom you know or admire!), who
will introduce you to the congregation.

Please let the Office know of your interest, indicate on
Sundaydés Friendship Folders, o tal k dir
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OUR SAINTS

In December, we lost two more of our cherished members, Kay Miller and Ann Parker. A
Celebration of Life for Ann will take place in the Spring. Our thoughts and prayers go out to both
Kay and Anndés families. They wi || be sorely mis
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nOpen Hearts,


http://www.ashlandmethodist.org/

