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175 North Main Street Ashland, OR 97520

The InsideOut Church

Welcome to First United Methodist of Ashland,
the InsideOut Church!

e |It's our way of expressing what we want to
be, should be, and actually are doing!

e It's our way of doing what Jesus said was
most important: doing to the least by feeding,
clothing, healing, helping, supporting,
friending, housing.

e It's our way of living our faith in a way that
makes a real difference in peoples’ lives, and
thus, in our lives.

e It's our way of serving our community.

Each week in worship, a part of the service
(Responding to God'’s Presence), we will show you
in pictures what the InsideOut Church has been
doing. Help us collect photographs and stories. If
you want a place to serve in the InsideOut Church,
we have lots of opportunities for you — JUST ASK!

Isn’t it truly exciting to be a part of this growing,
surprising, serving, loving, supporting, caring and
laughing church?!

November 2011

Erst United Methodist
Church of Ashland

open hearts, open minds, open doors

541.482.3647
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IMAGINE WORSHIP!

ave you been enjoying the worship visuals on Sunday mornings? These are the
H labor-of-love from a team of dedicated Imagineers who spend many hours of

prayerfully integrating image and word to enhance worship on Sunday
mornings.

Almost a dozen Imagineers have been trained, and sign up for their Sunday in rotation.
They gather once a once to look at the upcoming scriptures and worship themes.

We are so blessed to have this team of servants for excellent worship. Be sure to thank
each week’s Imagineer for the heart-felt work they do to imagine worship for us all.

JOIN US!

Want to become a real, bona fide, authentic, legitimate and
verifiable member of our church?

First United Methodist of Ashland has a proud and long history in our community. Did you know
that we were the first church to organize in Ashland? The Methodist Episcopal Church was
organized in 1864, and in 1875 our present sanctuary was built. Several of our members have roots
to these beginnings.

We would love to welcome you into official membership. Rev. Pamela will meet with you ,
explain all of the wonders of coming into membership, and answer any and all esoteric questions
that burn within. We will pair you up with a sponsor (a current member in the church whom you know
or admire!), who will introduce you to the congregation.

Please let the Office know of your interest, indicate on Sunday’s Friendship Folders, or talk
directly with Rev. Pamela.
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Stirring the Pot

~ Rev. Pamela Nelson-Munson

A TIME TO EVERY PURPOSE
UNDER HEAVEN

For every time there is a season... a time for to be
born and a time to die.

Depending on your generation, that might bring to
mind Ecclesiastes 3, or the Byrds’ famous song, “Turn,
Turn, Turn.”

For those of you who have been around our church
since your childhood, this verse has a lot of depth and
richness. You have seen this group of United Methodist
Christians weather storms, celebrate milestones, and
successes throughout your lifetime.

For those of you who have been around in the last
guarter of a century, you have found a home for Spirit as
well as friendships. You have forged your identity with
this church and become part of its long line of committed
servants giving back to the community and to the world.

For those of you who (like me), have come fairly
recently into this incredible community of Christ in
Ashland, we marvel at the spirit and energy and
commitment that envelops us as we discover the depth
and richness of people and events.

With All Saints Sunday Nov. 6, | am particularly
aware of all who have gone before us... not just in our
church, but in our lives. All Saints is an important
liturgical time to remember, reflect and name those saints
in our lives who have given of themselves and given to
us to make us who we are.

Naming is a tradition that goes back to our Jewish
roots. Naming keeps the story alive of people who have
lived and struggled and lost and won. We remember
them and learn from them, and strive to carry on their
legacy.

But All Saints also reminds us that we (you and I), are
right now building something important for future
generations. Maybe we don't think so. Maybe we think
that what we do each Sunday, or in committee meetings
does have much value other than greasing the wheels.

But it's that one grain of sand, combined with all the
grains of sand that does make the difference. Each time
you say Yes! to some task or committee or event, it
continues to build on the foundation that was laid 167
years ago in this church.

Our church has been through all sorts and times
of seasons. There have been seasons of birth and
death, fallow and growth, love and war, weeping and
laughing, searching and giving up, tearing and rending.
Yet, stil, God continues to work through us. How
amazing is that?

We each have the opportunity to say Yes! to each
invitation God gives us. Sometimes those invitations
come through membership. Sometimes through being
on a committee. Sometimes through hosting an
ArtWalk, installing a light fixture, or planning Advent.

No one is unimportant in our church. But it is important
that everyone find a place to serve.

Our Membership Vows are to be active in our
church through our Tithes, our Talents, our Time, our
Service, and our Witness. That is how our church
was built. That how our church has be sustained over
one-hundred years. And that is how we will continue to
grow and flourish and live into God’s will in this time.

For every time there is a season...
On the journey with you,

Rev. Pamela
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH

ALTERNATIVE GIFT GIVING

Once again we have the opportunity to present gifts of hope to families in need in our
local community, throughout the United States and across the globe through the
Alternative Gift Giving. On December 4™ and 11", you will be able to donate funds to
Walker Elementary School where 60% of the students live below the poverty line, to
the United Methodist Committee on Relief in support of those affected by the many
natural disasters in the United States this past year, and/or to the United Methodist
mission in Kenya. Attractive cards will be available for you to honor friends and family
with your gifts. The generosity of your heart does change the world! Anyone who can
help with sales on December 4™ and 11" will be so appreciated. Please contact
Tia Hatch: tiahatch@ashlandhome.net or call 541-552-0736

UNCLE FOOD’S DINER
THANK YOU NOTE

We can’t always know how
much of an impact, if any, we
make in the service of others.

The note at left is one we
received recently that makes
it all worthwhile.
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INSIDEOUT NEWS — REV. DORITA BETT-BORGERSON

Unexpected Blessings on the Road of Service and Serving

It's an Uncle Foods Tuesday night and I'm in charge of coordinating and supervising clean-up. The
first challenge of the evening: we are short on clean up volunteers. No problem, our “guests” are
happy and eager to help clean up as an expression of their gratitude and investment in what
happens here every Tuesday. The atmosphere is joyous and everyone is having fun, in spite of the
fact that we had a plugged and overflowing toilet to take care of, two well used vacuums that
suddenly ceased working and a dish washing machine that stopped running--with silverware and
pots and pans still to go!

Though a potential disaster, this particular evening will be memorable to me not because of the
frustration of aging equipment but the experience of people pulling together. Regular community
volunteers, home free, homeless, struggling or not, worked side by side, conquering the challenges
together in a spirit-filled effort of love and caring. The blessing morsel of God’s kingdom on earth!
Its Tasty Tuesday and a couple of new families have discovered the meal. What they did not
expect was the environment we have created for this meal. Parents have the opportunity to relax
and even be pampered as they don’t have to worry about washing dishes or taking care of kids who
finish their food quickly and are ready to go. Well they go... to the youth room where volunteers are
ready to engage them with loving attention and many craft and game activities. Parents trust their
kids into our care and they open themselves to us by sharing their stories. This is a safe and warm
“sanctuary” in a world of brokenness, struggles and pain. For a moment, the blessing of an earthly
God-filled haven!

Why do we invest so much energy and resources weekly into this ministry? Perhaps, the best
answer comes from a hand written note left at one of our dining tables by one of our guests:
“Thanks you so much you guys. It really means a lot that you’d put forth the kind of effort that you
do. | pray the highest prayer for you. If it wasn’t for the kind of goodness and service that you
people offer, I'm not sure I'd have the will to continue on. So thank you, and | love you very much.
All the blessings in the universe to you!”

Scripture reminds us that “God loves a cheerful giver and that God is able provide us with every
blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, we may share abundantly in
every good work.” 2Corinthians 9:7-8

| do believe it is this spirit, by which we serve on Tuesdays, that has opened the channels to God’s
grace to the receiving of the Bishop’s Hunger Grant for the purchase of a much needed convection
oven. The Southern District Hunger Coordinator expressed his deep appreciation for the innovative
work we are doing to fight hunger in our conference. The coordinator also mentioned that our
church is the only church in our conference doing such extensive efforts and engagement with
those in need. The vote for the grant’s approval was unanimous! Is this perhaps the unexpected
blessing of a homeless person’s prayer on our behalf?!?

The blessings continue as the love and generosity of this congregation has already matched the
funds needed to move ahead with the purchase of a convection oven. This will be a blessing that
will allow us to cook in quantity more efficiently and with less energy!

“Fulfillment happens whew we operv o hearty wide
to-loving and serving others!”
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“0 Lord that lends me life,
lend me a heart replete with
thankfulness.”

~William Shakespeare

News From
the “Front”

— Chuck Bridges

In every job, there are the “details”. That is certainly
true in my position here at the Church. There are the
routine tasks, the not-so-routine and the “once-in-
awhiles”. And quite often one impacts another in
ways you can’t always foresee. It's sort of like
remodeling a house where you have an overall picture
of how you want it to look in the end. But to get to that
vision, you have to map out all the tasks and in the
correct order. If you start one task without considering
its implications upon other tasks, you may well find
yourself redoing what you already did. So what does
that mean here? Well, it means that in the “once-in-
awhile” task of sending out a mailing, | need to be
certain that our database is up-to-date — with correct
addresses, zip codes, phone numbers (both landline
and cell), email addresses, birthdays and
anniversaries, names and birthdays of children, etc.
This even includes the sad occasions of death or
divorce where names and addresses need to be
corrected and/or updated -- which in turn means
updating our anniversary list. So you can see how
one thing impacts another.

In the coming weeks, | will be posting a request in our
Sunday bulletins asking that you provide me with and
update of your information (EVEN if you think we have
it). This will ensure that you get our mailings and that
we have a way to contact you when needed. In my
goal to serve all of you with professionalism and
accuracy, this is crucial. We may either place an insert
in the bulletin for you to complete, or we will have
blank postcards on a table in the Narthex for you to fill
out and return. Thank you all in advance for your help
and kindness. And be sure to watch in the bulletin for
an announcement pertaining to this. In the meantime,
blessings to you for a joyous Thanksgiving and
Advent season.
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~ November 2011 ~

Tue Wed Thu
1 2 3 4 )
10:00 Staff Mtg 10:00 Quilters in WH Recycling Pickup 12:00 Richard
1:30 Visioning Mtg in | 1:30 Prayer Shawl 11:00 Rotary in WH Ripper
MPR Ministry in CL 6:00 Peace Choir Memorial Svc
4:30 Uncle Foods 5:00 Music Committee Practice 3:00 Holiday Faire
Diner in WH 6:30 Chancel Choir Set-up
4:30 Tasty Tuesday Practice
in UR 8:00 Joyful Noise
6:00 Siskiyou Singers Practice
Practice in WH
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Daylight Savings Ends 10:00 Staff Mtg 10:00 Quilters in WH 9-5 Holiday Faire in | 9-5 Holiday Faire in 9-5 Holiday Faire
10:30 Worship Service 4:30 Uncle Foods 6:30 Chancel Choir WH WH In WH
(All Saints Sunday/ Diner in WH Practice 6:00 Peace Choir
Communion) 6:00 Siskiyou Singers | 8:00 Joyful Noise Practice
11:30 Fellowship in Practice in WH Practice
WH
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Membership Sunday |1:30 SPRC in MPR  |10:00 Staff Mtg 10:00 Quilters in WH Recycling Pickup | 12-6 Red Cross Blood |8:00 All Church
10:30 Worship Service 12:00 Organ Tuning 1:30 Prayer Shawl 11:00 Rotary in WH Drive In WH Clean-up Day
11:30 Holiday Faire & 4:30 Uncle Foods Ministry in CL 4:00 Imagineers 3-5 Homeless Art
Fellowship in Diner in WH 6:30 Chancel Choir Lectionary Exhibit in Upper
WH 4:30 Tasty Tuesday Practice Study Narthex
in UR 8:00 Joyful Noise 6:00 Peace Choir
6:00 Siskiyou Singers Practice Practice
Practice in WH
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
10:30 Worship Service | 5:30 Trustees Mtg in | 9:00 UMW Exec. Mtg | 10:00 Quilters in WH |Thanksgiving Holiday | Thanksgiving Holiday
(Bring your Pledge MPR InCL 6:30 Chancel Choir  [10:00 Thanksgiving (Office Closed)
Card and Can of Food) 10:00 Staff Mtg Practice Service in WH Ashland Festival of
11:30 Fellowship in 4:30 Uncle Foods 8:00 Joyful Noise (Interfaith) Lights
WH Diner in WH Practice
3:00 Charge 6:00 Siskiyou Singers
Conference Practice in WH
27 28 29 30
1st Sunday of Advent | 1:00 Membership,  [10:00 Staff Mtg 10:00 QuitersinWH || egend: CH — Chapel
Advent Vespers Nurture & Care | 4:30 Uncle Foods 6:30 Chancel Choir .
10:30 Worship Service | 4:30 Church in the Diner in WH Practice CL - Chu I‘.C hLib rary
11:30 Fellowship in World 6:00 Siskiyou Singers | 8:00 Joyful Noise MPR — Multi-Purpose Room
WH Practice in WH Practice WH - Wesley Hall
UR - Upper Room

“For clisappcaring acts, it's hard to beat what

haPPens to the cigl‘xt hours suPPoscc“g left

after cight of slccP and cight of work.”
~Doug| arson




IN OUR THOUGHTS

PRAYERS OF REMEMBRANCE

We ask your prayers for the following members of our congregation:

Doris Mannion (February 26, 1934 — September 30, 2011)

A service of Life and Resurrection was celebrated for Doris
Mannion on Oct. 15, in our sanctuary. Doris came to Ashland from
California, and immediately became a part of this community by being a
volunteer for several community events. Many at FUMCA remember
her as a no-nonsense usher for the early service. She leaves a daughter
and son-in-law.

Richard Ripper (May 7, 1948 — October 21, 2011)

Our church will celebrate the life of Richard Ripper on Nov. 5.
Richard was married to Marie Hunter Ripper. They have four grown
children. Richard was an optometrist in town, and a member of the
Harmonizers barbershop quartet.

PRAYERS OF HEALING

UPDATE ON KATHY KERN: Kathy had
two back-to-back surgeries in Ashland
Community Hospital on November 4"
and was in intensive care for several
days. She has since been moved to
Room 237. She hopes to go back to
Three Fountains in a few days. In the
meantime, she welcomes visitors.

PRAYER CHAIN OPERATIONAL

Our Prayer Chain is once again ready to receive your calls. Here is how it works: Call the
Chuck in the church office with your prayer. If the prayer is for someone else, we ask that you
have their permission to give us that information. Chuck will then send out the prayers to the
list of those who have signed up to receive email prayer alerts.
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Church News

HOLIDAY LIGHTS BACK!

Our church will be lit up for the holiday season, thanks to the generosity of several of our
members. On Thanksgiving weekend, when the City of Ashland lights up, our church will also. We are
the entry point to the City of Ashland, and it seems fitting that we welcome all with our beautiful historic
building, outlined in white lights.

ADVENT COMETH!

Stay tuned for Advent plans. Did you know that this year, Christmas falls on a Sunday? Because
of that, there will only be one Christmas Eve service, earlier in the evening. Christmas Day will be a
wonderful time of singing and celebrating.

Also, we are planning Advent Vespers for Sunday evenings during Advent, as a quiet and
reflective time to ponder the season’s deepest meanings. More information to follow on times.

Our annual Charge Conference will be held Sunday, Nov. 20" in the afternoon. It will be a busy day
with the culmination of our Stewardship Sunday. The Charge Conference in the United Methodist
Church is the official time when the Administrative Council votes on: the Pastors’ salaries, the

membership, and the leadership for 2012.

IMAGINE THIS!

Our church has a fantastic team of Imagineers who produce and project each Sunday’s service
on the Big Screen. Each of these dedicated folks has gone through thorough training, and spends
hours on just one service, putting together the sequences of slides and finding just the right images for
word and song. In addition, the Imagineers gather once a month to go over the scriptures for the next
month, and talk about their meaning and possible complimentary images. Being an Imagineer is not
hard, but it does take dedication, and the willingness to serve once every two months. If you would like
more information, please talk to Chris Hjelt, Larry Pearson (head Imagineer), or Rev. Pamela.

TRAINING LITURGISTS

Several FUMCA folk were trained to
be liturgists on October 2™, in our sanctuary.

To be a liturgist is a journey through
discovering the depth of the scripture being
read, as well as leading the congregation
through the worship service. Participating in
the training were: Brian Nelson-Munson,
Cheri Fromm, Eva Fugitt, Chris Hijelt,
Elizabeth Austin and Lois DeBruno.

(Pictured left to right in photo)
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T his year your Stewardship Committee has been hard at work planning a stewardship
emphasis that will let you know about our next great goal: Insuring Ministry through our
Stewardship.

We have accomplished so much in the last year and a half. Ministry is happening on many fronts.
We see the sparks of enthusiasm and creativity everywhere. And now, to help our facility stay abreast
with all of our ministry, we are planning for our needed upkeep.

You should have received your Commitment Card in the mail the week of Oct. 30. On Nov. 6, we
will celebrate our church’s Saints and their dedication.

Nov. 13, we will celebrate Membership and our ongoing commitment to the vital ministry our
church provides in our community.

Nov. 20, we will bring our Commitment Cards and a can of Food as our Vvisible sign of
commitment to our faith, our church, and our community. Join us for a special coffee hour following the
service.

i1 3AEITAD| .Ax - Al AAOA

On Sunday, November 6", we honored Come and welcome our new members on
the saints of our church who have Sunday Nov. 13! It is always a celebration
to welcome the folks who have taken
seriously the vows to uphold our church by
their Prayers, their Presence, their Gifts,
Service, and Witness. And like being
present for a wedding, it reminds us of our
own vows and resolve to keep our church
healthy and vital.

gone on to join the Church
Triumphant! We came to remember as
we spoke their names, rang the bell,
and lit a candle in each one’s honor.
The Saints we honored are: Bill Snell,
Floy Mae Carlson, Robert Cuffel, Alice
Sessions, Howard Heiner, Harry Cook,
NeDene Johnson, Ed Miller, Doris
Mannion, and Richard Ripper.
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United Methodist m——————

Women

Prayer Calendar Mission Minute; When |
saw the pictures of the house | could hardly
believe my eyes. They told a story: “Here is a
family the world forgot” The mother and two
grown children were severely mentally
challenged. The roof leaked, many windows
had missing panes of glass, and there were
pests throughout. Although a pest-control
company had made monthly visits to the home
for years, it had done nothing and the house had
to be torn apart after fumigation. A work team
replaced the roof, furniture and household items
were furnished; new dry wall wil be
installed. This is a story that isn’t finished yet,
but it is on its way. Gayle Lesure, church and
community  worker,  Greater  Clarksburg
Cooperative Parish, Clarksburg, W. Virginia.

After being bombarded by the TV in the past
few weeks about the Extreme Makeover
program held here in Rogue Valley, and the
elaborate rebuilding of a home and furnishings
for a local couple and their children, | was struck
by the contrast with this report from West
Virginia. This is the true Extreme Makeover. It
provides for a family with a falling down,
unhealthy home, giving them basic needs and
support, and done with love and concern by
dedicated workers. This is an ongoing project to
add more to the home, giving basic shelter,
comfort and the love of Christ for these needy
children.

Perhaps we will never be asked to provide
for anyone in such dire straits, but day by day
the women of the United Methodist Women,
and the members of our church, reach out to
help those in our community who have turned
to us for help. Wherever you look within our
church walls you will see the outreach of the
Women. They prepared the dinner served to
the Methodist Men on Monday night, they will
assist with Uncle Foods and Tasty Tuesdays,
they sing in the choir, they are ushers, they
serve on church commissions. And beyond
our walls you will find them working at Walker
School, helping with the reading program and
other activities that the school
needs. Remember the backpack project this
summer to ensure that the children had
backpacks with the essential school supplies
to start the new school year.

Many of our projects are low key, are not
world shaking, but they are done with the love
of Christ in our hearts, and a desire to carry
on his commands of caring for His Sheep.

Peace, Alberta Apenes

Thought For The Day: Keep praying, but
be thankful that God’s answers are wiser
than your prayers! William Culbertson
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OTHER NEWS OF INTEREST

INVITE FROM ASHLAND SUPPORTIVE HOUSING

You are cordially
invited to a celebration of
ASHWOOD INN

Southern Oregon’s first Bed and Breakfast Respite Home
for Adults with Developmental Disabilities

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
Thursday, November 17, 4:00 p.m.

OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, November 17, 4:00 — 7:00 p.m.
Friday, November 18, 5:00 — 7:00 p.m.

1610 Clark St.
Ashland, Oregon
(541)488-9301

(Enter from Walker Avenue)

THANK YOU FROM ASHLAND SUPPORTIVE HOUSING!

So many of you have been our angetd the new Ashwood Inn!l just want to convey my deep
appreciation for all your help.The United Methodist Women have been exceptionally generous

giving nice things for our kitchen. You all have collected money which | am using to buy a fe
nice smdl appliances, cookware and linens.| also have been given bags and bags of towels al
sheets which we use by the bushePlease come to our Open House on November 17 and 18 fr
5to 7 p.m. and see how we are putting your donations to us&/e are exded to welcome the

first guests to our new Bed and Breakfast style Respite Home on December 1 of this y€hank

you again for your support!
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FROM YOUR HERITAGE COMMITTEE

“The LIVING Gift”

Give the gift that Kkeeps on giving.

I nterest earned i1 s used for Gothéeset w
I mportant needs at once. They all ov
| oved one. | n addi tion, t he gi ft

Appropriate cards are sent to the Db
me molr i@i ft was made (but not the amol

For further information, or i f you h
Nel Mamson or David Greene.

First Sunday Offering
QurhuC ch has a | ovely traditt
participani £&ENe@aiVG¢Crhpsaen in need.
for ORIOEBIAOBAEAA a& @l Aas Dbeen used

who need help for: gas, rent,
needs. When yoOAA&BHOEMUMP ohp r e me
need, and | eaveanw&Guyoaffering.
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS!

(/,)$!19 &) 2%

By the time you get this, the annual Holiday Faire in Wesley Hall will be well
underway. Just a friendly reminder that the dates of the Faire are
Nov.10-12. Remember, lunch will be served each day of the sale from
11:30-1:30. Our own members make the lunches and bake the pies and
cakes. Where else can you get lunch, dessert and beverage for $8:00? We
look forward to a wonderful time of fellowship as well as a successful sale and it
will happen with your help. Remember too, this event is one of the UMW's
major ways of earning money to send to MISSIONS. Our most heartfelt thanks
and appreciation go out to all the folks who helped move, set-up, price, bake
pies, decorate Wesley Hall and cook our wonderful lunches. It literally takes an
army of people get this event off the ground!
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First Friday Artwalk in October,
when we hosted Walker
Elementary School’s artwork.
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SERVICE & HOSPITALITY

What’s a Greeter to Do?

Rev. Pamela will be offering training and background in being a greeter, an usher, and
communion servers on Sunday, Nov. 13. Please sign up and let Rev. Pamela you will be attending
any or all of these sessions:

4pm Greeters

4:30 Ushers

5:15 Communion Servers

MEET AND EAT

One of thtehimogd ifmnour ¢ h Meetcald Edt.& h b e &
the monthly -DO0 ofu@li hgswilmd Bt ay toget her
mont h.

These groups change every year, and
for 2012. We don’t want to I|41ems et haanty owm
Narthex. After you indicate vyour- AAG eA
goups and notified.- AAh® nAdgtrkoedphnsitl | o fc oy
first meal

This iIis the best way to get to know
potl uck a meal at home, i n the opavrak c hc

TOBY NEEDS YOU!

Sign up for a Sunday hosting our coffee hour.
It’s a great way to meet folks, and serve your
church! There are slots open. For details and/or
if you have questions, please contact Toby Deller.

Toby Deller
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COMMUNICATION

WHAT’S THE TIME?

A new additi on t o
|

has been added to 2
wewor shi p! Thanks to
son John Del | er of

have a clear and i nf

New Directories Available

The new opgi al dir
For everyone wh o
taken by Olin Mill
per f ami lyyo.u are &
didn’t get a pict(y
make black and whi
t o al | wh o had a
project.

Judy Beyer hands out the newest
FUMCA Pictorial Directories!

e-Acts to Go!

We have r €ORRYy mpwmlei shing -buneune
now that there are those who do no
|| t hat our church is doing. Now,
now someone wiEdoOwpwyl, d Hldekasnem ttao t h
hat as many as posseAbtdoenldmret.i nue t
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First United Methodist
Church of Ashland

175 North Main Street
Ashl and, Or egon 9752

Tel ephone
We bvww. ashl andmet hodi st

nOpen Hearts,
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